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Welcome to the Croydon Neighbourhood Watch page. We’re here to help you protect yourself and others.

Christmas is almost upon us and the winter months just around the corner. Both are fertile grounds for increased criminal activity, so it is important that we are prepared to face the challenges. 

Dodgy Suppliers – Christmas Ruined
We all know that Christmas can be very expensive and snapping up that “nearly all gone” bargain is often tempting. Modern day life is hectic and so many purchases are sought online because of the convenience factor. Unfortunately, criminals know this and are already gearing up to deceive and fleece innocent people, without any twinge of conscience. Children of all ages have their wish lists, which contain the latest ‘must have’ items often influenced by peer pressure. This provides a climate rife for the promotion of fake goods, where so-called bargains abound. Think twice or more times before you buy and choose wisely. While all this purchasing is going on the scammers are on the trail for stealing personal ID and bank details; another area where we need to be ultra cautious. Out-of-the-blue calls should always sound alarm bells, so end them quickly. Constant awareness is the key. Finally, having made all your purchases, don’t leave them on display in a vehicle or at home. Opportunist thieves see this as an invitation to Aladdin’s cave and can be in and out in less than five minutes. Criminals are smart but we need to be smarter, so that working together we can defeat this menace in our lives. Don’t be a victim.

Undercover Crime
Now the UK is back on Greenwich Mean Time, the days are becoming shorter and nighttime is upon us much earlier. Criminals like to operate under the cover of darkness, so we need to take steps to protect our homes and ourselves. Security lighting can be an effective deterrent along with keeping a lookout for anything or anyone suspicious. There is no substitute for human intervention, so encourage your neighbours to work with you on this. Take a good look at where you live and be critical of any areas that look vulnerable and could be exploited by a burglar. The darkness can also be a danger to individuals travelling alone. If you cannot avoid this, stick to well-lit areas. Tell someone your route and expected time home. Don’t carry your phone in your hand but do have your panic alarm where you can reach it quickly. Always maintain spatial awareness and walk with confidence. When using public transport, sit near others; don’t fall asleep; and be wary of people crowding you (a typical pickpocket tactic). If you are going to collect your vehicle in a car park, look around frequently; don’t be waylaid by anyone wanting to engage you in conversation; get in the vehicle and lock the doors immediately. When you’re out alone, this is not the time to be a good Samaritan. It may be a ruse to distract you while someone else steals your shopping or worse still your vehicle. Take every precaution to keep yourself safe.

Proceeds of Crime Act 2002
I have mentioned this legislation previously in CR5 and wondered to what extent it was being used. In their October edition of Our News, National Neighbourhood Watch reported that law enforcement had recovered £300m in criminal assets. New figures show that almost £50m taken from criminals was returned to their victims last year, a 165% increase on the previous year and the highest amount in half a decade.

Electrical Safety
At our Crime Prevention Day on 11th October, a speaker from the London Fire Brigade gave some useful guidance regarding Lithium-Ion batteries, which are used to power thousands of everyday products. As there was a lengthy article from the LFB in the November edition of CR5, I will not try to replicate any of the advice except for one aspect - relating to home safety. 
· Never store or charge anything that uses L-Ion batteries on your fire escape routes, including internal communal areas such as hallways, landings, balconies.

If you watch the film on the LFB web site of an e-bike self-combusting, you will see the area very rapidly fills with smoke, so anyone in the vicinity could soon be overcome and collapse before being able to escape the fire or be rescued. 
. 
Fake Vehicle Registration
Morning TV highlighted how easy it is for criminals to register a vehicle with the DVLA using an innocent party’s name and address without the requirement for ID checks. The first that the ‘victim’ knows about it is when penalty charge notices come through their letter box. The advice was to notify the DVLA and Action Fraud immediately. However, in the case featured, the victim did all this and more, but no action was taken. DVLA records showed he was (falsely) registered with nine vehicles!

Street Doctors
They are an award-winning charity founded in 2008 by medical students in Liverpool. Their aim is to tackle youth violence and its consequences by equipping young people with the skills and confidence to provide first aid in emergency situations eg a stabbing. The training includes emergency first aid, understanding violence, and peer-to-peer training. The lessons are led by student doctors, nurses and paramedics, fostering a relatable learning environment. The organisation now trains around 13,500 young people each year. For more information on how to get involved, visit their official website at StreetDoctors.org

Another year will soon be ending. Thank you to all those who took the time to read my CR5 articles. I hope they provoked some thought and conversation. May I wish you all a happy and crime free Christmas.

Disclaimer: the opinions expressed in this article are entirely my own and do not necessarily reflect either the views or policies of CBNWA

	Julian Roche
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